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Calendar of Events:

November | Houston Atheist Society (HAS) | Meetings are held monthly. Contact:
Keith McCaffety*

Wednesday, November 3| 6:30 pm | Drug Policy Forum of Texas | TV 26 or 95 |
Drug policy reform discussed every other Wednesday | Contact: G Alan Robison*

Sunday, November 7 ]|10:00 - 12:00 noon | Coffee Social | at Borders Books &
Music in Meyerland Plaza (I-610 W Loop S at Beechnut) | Spontaneous informal
discussions are held on first & third Sundays monthly | Contact: Art Fay*

Sunday November 7| 12:30 - 2:00 pm | Humanists of Houston (HOH) Brunch | in
upstairs facility of Kroger's on 1505 Wirt Rd (across street from Unitarian
Fellowship) | Topics chosen by the group are discussed on first Sundays monthly |
Contact: Tom Brucia*

Saturday, November 13| 1:30 pm | HAMCIAC Regular Meeting | Montgomery Co.
Library in the Woodlands (2nd floor) [From 1-45 go west on Woodland Pkwy to 2nd
traffic light; turn north (right) on Six Pines Dr; cross bridge & watch for wavy
sculptures in the median; turn west (left) to Lake Robbins Rd; pass Woodlands
Pavilion; turn left into Library parking lot] | Regular meetings are held on second
Saturdays monthly | Contact: Ross Henry*

Sunday, November 14 | 10:30-11:30 am | Houston Church Of Freethought
(HCOF) Service | in the Magnolia Room of the Courtyard by Marriott on 3131 West
Loop (northbound just north of Richmond) | Services (including song, humor,
lectures & discussion with children's classes & baby sitting available) are held on
second Sundays monthly | Contact: Art Fay*

Monday November 15 | 12:00 noon | Newsletter Deadline | All articles, letters, and
submissions of interest are welcome if on editor's desk, postmarks not withstanding
(e-mail format required), | Contact: Jim Knierien*

Wednesday, November 17 | 6:30 pm | Drug Policy Forum of Texas | TV 26 or 95 |
Drug policy reform discussed every other Wednesday | Contact: G Alan Robison*

Saturday, November20 | 2:30 - 4:30 pm | Humanists of Houston (HOH) Regular
meeting | in the Unitarian Fellowship hall at 1504 Wirt Rd) | Contact: Tom Brucia*

Sunday, November 21 | 10:30 am | Coffee Social | at Borders Books & Music in
Meyerland Plaza (I-610 W Loop S at Beechnut) | Spontaneous informal discussions
are held on first & third Sundays monthly | Contact: Art Fay*

Sunday, November 28 | 10:30 - 12:00 noon | Ideas Club | in Borders Books &
Music on 9633 Westheimer (at Gessner) | Book reviews by members are held on
fourth Sundays monthly, Contact: Bob Finch*

Sunday, December 5 |10:00 - 12:00 noon | Coffee Social | at Borders Books &
Music in Meyerland Plaza (I-610 W Loop S at Beechnut) | Spontaneous informal
discussions are held on first & third Sundays monthly | Contact: Art Fay*

Sunday, December 5| 12:30 - 2:00 pm | HOH Brunch | in upstairs facility of
Kroger's on 1505 Wirt Rd (across street from Unitarian Fellowship) | Topics chosen
by the group are discussed on first Sundays monthly | Contact: Jimmy Dunne*
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About the Houston Humanist Alliance:

The Houston Humanist Alliance is a collection of local humanist
and freethought organizations in Houston, which have come
together to provide a wider range of services, information, and
activities to their members. While still separated in their
membership, leadership, and schedules, member-organizations
of the Alliance share the same newsletter and mailing lists. This
allows our organizations to cooperate effectively and enables
individual members to be kept informed of virtually all activities of
interests to humanists in the Houston area.
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Publisher:

[1] The Houston Humanist Alliance Newsletter (HHA NL)
is published monthly by the Houston Humanist Alliance
(HHA).

[2] The purpose of the HHA NL is (1) publicizing events,
i.e., keeping members informed of regularly and specially
scheduled meetings, (2) providing for the public at large
information about humanism and humanist thought, and
(3) providing a platform for members to express their
viewpoints and opinions.

[3] The HHA and the editor do not necessarily agree with
nor endorse the views expressed herein. Many humanists
and freethinkers pride themselves with being individuals.
Consensus among Humanists is therefore difficult to
achieve. No one humanist can speak for all other
humanists.

[4] Anyone may quote from the newsletter but is asked to
please give credit where credit is due, i.e., cite author,
newsletter issue (humber or date), & page.

[5] All articles, letters, and submissions of interest are
welcome if on editor's desk by deadline (12:00 noon on
the 15th of each month), postmarks not withstanding. E-
mail format required. mailto:Jim.Knierien@thermo.com Name,
phone number, & street address required for editorial
contact purposes only.

[6] The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions for
space or clarity, but never with the intent to alter the thrust
of the author.

[7] Snailmail editions are sent gratis to paid members of
the HHA. Email editions are sent gratis to anyone else
upon request. Adobe PDF editions are available gratis by
sending an email to: mailto:jim.knierien@thermo.com.
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Explanation of iih symbol:

The ii of the iih represents two or more people. The h of the iih
represents the humanness to which they aspire. A lower case h
is used instead of an upper case H to indicate that it is better to
become human (as opposed to inhuman) than it is to join a
Humanist organization.

iih

From the Editors desk:
By Jim Knierien

This month since most of the news is about the election,
which will soon be over, | am taking this opportunity to
present some excellent material from recent months,
which | did not have space to publish previously. Arial
Thomann provides the essay The Parable of the Val of O.
Robert D. Finch has a History of Humanism in Houston.
We also have two letters and and E-mail. Enjoy.
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Ron's Ramblings

By Ron Titus

[1] “Objectivity” is what exists outside of one’s mind;
“subjectivity” is what exists within one’s mind. When the
subjective mind coincides with the objective world, it is
considered true and healthy; when the subjective mind
does not coincide with the objective world, it is considered
false, misinformed, unhealthy, or even psychotic.

Belief is accepting something as true on some authority.
That authority can be the word of another person, or it can
be one’s own senses, one’s own memory, one’s own
reason or common sense, one’s own previous judgments
(prejudices) or beliefs (which can include superstitions).

To “prove” something is true to someone, one must
provide evidence sufficient to change that someone’s
mind or belief. This applies even when that someone is
one’s own self; we have to provide ourselves with
sufficient evidence to convince ourselves that X & X is true
and that our previously held belief about X & X has to
change. If sufficient evidence appears, belief / the mind
will automatically change; if sufficient evidence does not
appear, belief / the mind will not - yea cannot - change. ...

... 'Except when one has faith, which enables one to
believe that something is true without appropriate
authority.

To paraphrase Alan Bates’ “Belief is hanging on and faith
is letting go”: Belief is hanging on to the authority of
experience & reason and faith is letting go of that authority
(of experience & reason).

To paraphrase the Bible's definition of faith as a
“substitute for things unseen”: Faith substitutes a whole
supernatural world for natural phenomena; ie, faith
substitutes natural phenomena with supernatural
phenomena.

Faith creates a whole supernatural world to explain what
cannot YET be explained naturally.

[2] St Thomas Aquinas said “We don’t now WHAT god is;
we only know what god is NOT".

Similarly, | do not know what humanism is; | only know
what humanism is not.

See Ramble continued on pg.7
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THE PARABLE OF THE VAL OF O

Ariel J. Thomann

There was a time many years ago, when the great ice had come and covered many of the places where men and women lived and
raised their families.

A man called Adan and his woman called Eva had two children. They left the place where they lived, because the ice made it
impossible to live there any longer. They began to travel in the warm season, when the noon sun was high over the mountains all around
them. The noon sun would get lower someday, and the cold time would return. Farther and farther they went, in the direction from where
the sun rose every day, and away from the ice that they knew was behind them. They hunted and ate fruits they found. Each day, as night
approached, they found a small cave or a place among rocks where they would be protected from the large cats with big teeth, the big
woolly monsters with curved tusks, and other animals. Every evening, they lit a fire with firewood they could find, they cooked and ate
whatever they had, and huddled together under animal hides they had and which were their most valued possessions. They knew these
furs might still be good for the coming cold season, but would rot no later than the next year's warm season. On and on they traveled, until
they left all other humans behind.

Then they found a lovely litle valley. It had a creek of clear water running near the base of a cliff. Part of the base of the cliff faced
away from the noon sun, and there was deep snow there. The rest of the valley was green and lush with vegetation. And there were two
small caves near the foot of the cliff. They cleaned out one of the caves so they could live in it. They cleaned out the other cave hoping to
find good use for it someday. Adan found out that there was good hunting of small animals in the valley. He was able to get many of them,
and together with Eva they saved all the meat they could not eat right away, and placed it in the deep snow at the base of the cliff where
they knew it would harden but not rot. Their elders had discovered that, and had passed on the knowledge. They also knew how to make
warm clothes from furs sewn with animal sinews; Eva was good at that. They found a lot of grain growing wild that they had been taught
could be eaten, as could be some roots that they also found. And on a lucky day they found a rocky vein of the breaking stone that was
good for making sharp cutting tools and hunting weapons. They liked their new home so much that they called it the Val of O!

One day the younger child got hurt with the edge of a breaking stone he found lying around. In a few days the child became very hot,
jumpy and started acting crazy. Soon the child became very stiff, and almost anything would cause shaking and drooling. The disease got
worse quickly, and soon the child died. The parents and the older child cried very much, and made a hole in the ground and buried the little
body so it could rot away. They piled rocks on it to keep animals away. They cried, and helped each other by hugging and remembering
funny things about the dead child. They knew that death must come to all living things, and soon they were at peace.

Adan, Eva and their older child stayed busy preparing for the coming cold time. The noon sun now made longer shadows on the
ground. Most of the valley was now shaded by the cliff. They hunted, and gathered grain and roots and fruits. They stored the food and
prepared clothes from the furs. Adan did most of the hunting; Eva and the older child spent much time gathering firewood. They stored
some of the firewood in the main cave, and much more in the other cave nearby. Soon they thought they were ready; the days were
already getting cold enough to wear their furs. They still cried sometimes when remembering the laughter of the dead younger child.

The man of god appeared suddenly when the days were getting very cold. He spoke a language similar to theirs, so they could
understand him. He had no hunting weapons or provisions, just the clothes he wore and a little bag full of mysteries. They knew he was a
man of god because he told them. He told them they could not doubt what he said. He said he would ask his god to make all the hunting
successful, and the rains just right. He told them it was better to give than to receive, and that he needed to be given food, hides, firewood
and a safe place to stay for the cold time. He told them he had power to help them go to his god after they died someday, and that the god
lived in a place where small animals made just of meat and no bones came to people asking to be cooked and eaten. When he learmed
that they had lost a child, he told them that in the place where his god lives parents never lose a child. That place has no snow or ice but just
cool water, and the sun never bums. But they must meet his needs or they would never go there. Their lost child was there. It sounded like
such a wonderful place! They believed him because he said they had to. They helped him into the second cave, and gave him food and
furs. Soon, when Adan was out hunting and the child sleeping, the man of god started trying to drag Eva into his cave.

During the cold time there was much snow on the ground. The family burned just the firewood they needed to stay warm and to cook.
The man of god kept a large fire going all the time because he needed it for something called sacraments, that he told them they could not
understand. He threw away food he did not like. He said that some of the hides they gave him did not please him, so he threw them out
together with some of the smoky firewood bark he did not like either. Then, in the worst weather a stranger came to the valley and asked for
shelter. Adan suggested he go to the man of god’s cave since there was extra food, hides and firewood there.

The next warm season, the man of god told Adan and Eva that they must again take care of him. After all, he had been talking to his
god about how good they were, and he had recommended that they be allowed in the other place whenever they might die. He also told
them what kind of fur, meat, fruits and firewood he liked best, and not to bother him with other kinds. He reminded them they must believe
him, because he was a holy man, and because he said so. He hinted at other powers he had from his god, and which they could not ask
about. He told them, however, that they were not cooperating as much as they could, and that he needed to be with Eva alone in his cave.

Adan thought hard about what he heard. He consulted it with Eva. He replied to the man of god for both of them, saying:






Chronicles:

Humanists Hopeful

Humanists Hopeful Supreme Court Will Keep
Public Places Free of Religious Indoctrination

By Roy Speckhardt

The Supreme Court announced today that it will hear two
cases on the constitutionality of having the Ten
Commandments displayed on government property.

“The Court’s announcement is a welcome surprise
considering refusals in the past to hear such cases. With
conflicting lower court decisions, a Supreme Court
assessment has become essential to protect constitutional
separation of religion and government,” says Tony
Hileman executive director of the American Humanist
Association.

Hileman continued, “Displaying the Ten Commandments
blatantly violates the First Amendment ban on government
promotion of religion.”

The Court will review two cases. In a case originating in
Kentucky, the Declaration of Independence, the Magna
Carta, and the Bill of Rights were posted near a Ten
Commandments display added in 1999, whereas in a case
originating in Texas, a Ten Commandments monument
was constructed in 1961 and now sits near a tribute to
African American legislators, a Confederate plaque, and a
plaque commemorating the war with Mexico.

AHA president and constitutional lawyer Mel Lipman
added, “Considering that it was just last week when the
Justices rejected an appeal from former Alabama Chief
Justice Roy Moore (who lost his job after defying a federal
order to dismantle a Ten Commandments monument),
we’re hopeful that this announcement indicates the Court’s
willingness to make the obvious clear for the lower courts:
government displays of the Ten Commandments are
unconstitutional, whether they are new or old, and whether
they stand alone or next to secular displays.

“To endorse a sectarian point of view is not the duty of
government. Neither the age of unconstitutional displays
nor the proximity of them to constitutional ones should
have a bearing on the fact that state sponsored religious
displays are unconstitutional,” Lipman concluded.
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Pledge Protection Act

House Passage of Pledge Protection Act
Tramples on Rights of Nonreligious and
Religious Minorities

By Roy Speckhardt

"We at the American Humanist Association are frustrated
over the House of Representatives overwhelming
disregard for the long held American legal principles of
due process and separation of powers. If this bill becomes
law, it will slam federal courthouse doors in the face of
Humanists and Americans of minority faiths. Furthermore,
in rejecting an amendment to the bill that was proposed to
protect those who are coerced into reciting the Pledge,
Congress exposes the bill for what it is, the imposition of
religious ideology," states Tony Hileman, executive
director of the AHA.

The Pledge Protection Act, H.R. 2028 would prevent all
federal courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court, from
hearing cases pertaining to the interpretation of, or the
validity under the Constitution of, the Pledge of Allegiance;
thus denying access to the federal courts to many groups
who've already expressed First Amendment concerns
about the Pledge of Allegiance.

"The Pledge Protection Act would set a dangerous
precedent by stripping federal courts of judicial
independence and paving the way to prevent federal
judges from ruling on other controversial social issues
from abortion and gun control to school vouchers and
school prayer," states Mel Lipman, AHA president and
constitutional lawyer. In addition to disregarding reliable
advice from constitutional law experts, the House vote
ignores Congress's historic record of rejecting similar
attempts to strip the courts of their power to review
constitutional questions.

The AHA argued in a recent letter distributed to
Representatives that the Pledge Protection Act presents a
"serious separation of powers concern."

Federal courts are uniquely prepared to interpret federal
constitutional concerns and to serve as a check on the
constitutionality of actions by the Congress and the
Executive branch. "Congress should not disrupt the
balance of power intended by our Founding Fathers.
Restricting the federal courts' ability to protect First
Amendment rights severely undermines the American
judicial system," continues Lipman.

The AHA is mobilizing thousands of members across the
nation to raise their voices in opposition as Humanists are
particularly threatened by this bill and see it as a violation
of judicial independence for partisan political gain.
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Alliance member’s reports

HCOF

We hade a very special service this last month.

Syed Zafar once again will gave a talk. Some of you
might recall Syed's presentation some time ago about
growing up in Pakistan and discovering he was an atheist
at age 18.

His topic this time is "Going Beyond Words" which he
describes as follows:
"The knowledge of cultural differences can help us avoid
traps of misconceptions and misunderstanding. In this
program Syed Zafar, a trainer and speaker on cultural
diversity, outlined the differences between low-Context
and High-Context cultures.”

His talk ran about 30 minutes with a 10 minute Q & A
afterwards.

Ed Uthman presented our Freethinker of the Month, Arthur
Schopenhauer, 19" century German philosopher.

As always Sunday School was provided for kids of all
ages
iih

HOH

HISTORY OF HUMANISM
IN HOUSTON

By Robert D. Finch

The early history of Atheism and Freethought in Houston,
going back to the nineteenth century, has been described
by Arnold (2005). Humanism did not enter on the scene
until Julian Huxley received an appointment in 1910 as the
founding faculty member of the Biology Department at
Rice Institute. Julian was the grandson of Thomas Henry
Huxley an early associate of Charles Darwin. A
Symposium to mark the centennial of Julian’s birth was
held by Rice University in 1987 at which papers on various
aspects of his career were given. These papers formed
the basis of a book edited by Waters and Van Helden
which was published in 1992. It appears that Julian
developed his views on science and religion while in
Houston and gave a series of lectures on “Biology and
Man” after he left. These lectures later developed into
what he called “scientific humanism” and later
“evolutionary humanism”. The Humanist magazine and its
fore-runners were started in the 1920’s. The first
Humanist Manifesto was published in 1933 and the
American Humanist Association was incorporated in 1941.

An informal group of humanists began meeting together
on an occasional basis in the early 1970's in Houston.
During this time a leading light of the group was Dr Ray
Karchmer Daily, an eye surgeon who was also a member
of the Houston School Board for many years and its
President twice. Dr Daily convened a meeting for Bette
Chambers and there were 130 people present. Dr Daily
died at the age of 83 in 1975. Her son, Dr Louis Dally, is a

member of HOH to this day. The Houston Chapter of the
American Humanist Association was chartered as the
"Humanists of Houston" (HOH) in 1978. An inaugural
meeting was addressed by Beth Fennell who later married
Dr Corliss Lamont. Regular meetings were attended by
as many as 60 participants. A newsletter has been
published continuously since 1985, during most of the first
ten years under the editorship of Frank Prahl. Besides
those listed below other members of note during the early
years included Barbara Bullock, Charles Fisher, Moie
Hamburger, Bob Helken, Douglas Hook, Professor
Konstantin Kolenda, Frank Prahl, Joyce Terry, Ben Levy
and Abby and Ariel Thomann. Professor Kolenda
continued the association with Rice University and wrote a
column on Philosophy in the Humanist magazine for
several years. Professor Kolenda was also the author of
several books including “Cosmic Religion: The
Autobiography of the Universe” (1987). The group was the
subject of two articles in the Religion Section of the
Houston Chronicle (1978, 1981) Some early meetings of
HOH were held in the Women'’s Center of Houston,
followed by a move to the Montrose Library.

In 1985 a second chapter was started known as
"Humanists Involved in Greater Houston" (HIGH). The two
groups were reunited in 1992, when it was decided to call
the chapter by the second name, but to institute a
development fund to be known as "Humanists of Houston
Development Fund" using the $300 remaining in the
treasury of the first group. The first Volume of Essays in
the Philosophy of Humanism was published in 1992. A
Library was also started in 1992. The re-united chapter
started meeting in the then new Unitarian Fellowship
building on Wirt Road in 1993. The Discussion Group first
met in December 1993. A State Convention was held in
Austin in January 1994 and a South-Central Regional
Conference in January 1995. In 1994 the Chapter voted
to return to the name "Humanists of Houston". The first
Brochure for the Chapter was printed in 1995. The
Humanist Association of Montgomery County was started
in 1995. A Conference was held at the University of
Houston in October 1996 entitled ETHICS-96, partly
funded by a grant from the AHA Chapter Assembly.
Another group known as the Houstonians for Secular
Humanism (HSH), affiliated with the Council for Secular
Humanism, was started in 1998. This group was led by
Danny and Julie Strain and flourished for a while before
Danny and Julie moved to California. The Ideas Club
was started as a book club cum discussion group for HSH
in 1998 and began meeting at Borders Book Shop shortly
thereafter. Bob Finch was elected Chairman of the AHA
Chapter Assembly in 2000 and to the AHA Board of
Directors in 2002. HOH became a Membership Chapter
of the AHA in 2002. The national meeting of the AHA was
held in Houston in 2002. The Houston Church of
Freethought was started by Art and Nancy Fay, Jim
Ashmore and others in 2001 with some joint participation
by HOH members.
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PAST PRESIDENTS

HOH
1978 Kyle Nagel
1979 Andrew W. Seacord I
1980 Mike Pore
1981 Ben Levy
1982 Frank Prahl
1983 Kyle Nagel
1984 Kyle Nagel
1985 Barbara Nagel
1986 Barbara Nagel
1987 Ariel Thomann/Barbara Nagel
1988 Ariel Thomann
1989 Jan Dura
1990 Jan Dura
1991 Jan Dura
1992
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1994 Robert D. Finch
1995 Robert D. Finch
1996 Robert D. Finch
1997 Robert D. Finch
1998 Ron Titus
1999 Jimmy Dunne
2000 Jimmy Dunne
2001 Jimmy Dunne
2002 Jimmy Dunne
2003 Jimmy Dunne
2004 Tom Brucia
HIGH
1985 Frank Prahl
1986 Douglas Hook
1987 Frank Prahl
1988 Marian Hillar
1989 Marian Hillar
1990 Barbara Bullock
1991 Alice Leuchtag
1992 Robert D. Finch
1993 Robert D. Finch
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Ramble continued from Pg.2

It is for this reason that | regularly bring up the behaviors
of people in governing positions: Much of their behavior is
yes inhuman!

But from these negative inhuman behaviors, one can learn
something about their opposites: positive HUMAN
behavior. Engaging in intentional misrepresentations and
injustice is inhuman; PURSUING TRUTH AND JUSTICE
is human.

Are the people in governing positions inhuman? No. But
much of their behaviors appear to me as inhuman. Like
all people, people in governing positions have the innate
equipment (brains) to humanize their behaviors.

So what’s MY excuse? Ha!

[3] At the September Saturday meeting of the Humanists
of Houston (HOH), Dr John Haberman spoke and made
six points from which | got:

(1) One’s own personal life is the most important event in
the universe.

(2) Emotions are completely subjective sensations, BUT
the only things that are “really real”. (Note that both stage
play acting and politics appeal to the emotions.)

(3) Rationality mediates the emotions, serves rather than
governs, and therefore ought not be rated superior to the
emotions.

(4) Perceptions of reality assume our own existence, and
take everything else as personal constructions.

(5) Chance has a tremendous
development.

(6) Truth has many definitions, and is a matter of opinion.

Conclusion: If you want to be happy, try not to control
everything. The greater the resulting chaos, the greater is
the (re)order(ing).

[4] On TV, Houston Second Baptist Church Pastor Ed
Young preached against homosexuality, making several
points, all of which are contested in medical circles.

influence on gene

He topped it all off with his dogma: The reason why
homosexuals are going to hell is not because of their
homosexuality, but rather because their names are not
already written in God’s “book”.

[5] After reading more about creationists and their
tireless efforts to undermine via “intelligent design” the
contributions of Charles Darwin [Evan Ratliff's cover page
article “The Evolutionary War” in the 2004 10 issue of
Wired Magazine], | asked myself ...

Why are ignorant people so desperate in trying to keep
other people as ignorant as they are? Is it because
“misery loves company” or is it because they are simply
afraid of the unknown consequences of a new idea?
Where is their “faith"?

Vigilance may be the price of liberty, but it is wearing me
out!

[6] | also asked myself: Is it useful for humanists to
proselytize?

| answered myself: If humanism is to survive as a
movement, it must move forward lest it be moved back out
of existence and into oblivion. Move or be moved!

ith
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Letter:s
Dear New York Times Letters;

The Republican-led House of Representatives
has clearly passed an unconstitutional
measure when they attemp to bar federal
courts from ruling on the text of the
Pledge of Allegiance. Federal courts
should always rule on any law that may or
may not violate our constitution.

Tom DeLay and his robotic right-wingers are
trying to put their religious views into
concrete so that our children will be
forced to say "under God"™ when reciting the
pledge.

I am proud be be an atheist because | see
no evidence of a God, heaven, hell, devils,
angels or a soul that leaves the body.

They are only figments of our imagination.
As a humanist 1 look for evidence before
accepting statements about supernatural
beings or paranormal events.

Our Pledge was perfectly fine before "under
God" was added 50-years ago. Children
should not be required to recite a
statement that is not true and offends a
large segment of our population. It also
breeches our separation of church and state
doctrine.

Jimmy Dunne

"The Courtesy Debt'" by Bill Sutton was one
of the finest, most touching and
significant essays | have had the pleasure
to read in years. A truly wonderful account
of a brief moment when two strangers shared
their basic humanity.

Bette Chambers

NOT a "Christian nation"

Dear Houston Chronicle Viewpoints;

It"s sad that Joyce Jillson, creator of the
Chronicle"s Horoscope has passed but this
gives you a good opportunity to end this
column that promotes ignorance and
superstition.

There is absolutely no basis for any
relationship between when a baby is born
and the positions of the stars. Promoting
this nonsense only takes away the time that
people could be spending learning real
scientific facts about our Earth and
Universe. Whether a person is a Taurus,
Leo or Scorpio makes absolutely no
difference in their personality or lives.

The stars are too far away to have any
effect on a baby born in April or July or
any other month.

Please drop the Horoscope and replace it
with a discovering science column.

Jimmy Dunne

Just a few minutes ago I had sent the
following to the Chronicle:

Dear Madam or Sir:

Kindly print the following 192 word Letter
to the Editor. I would be most grateful
for it to be printed without editing.

President Bush is justifying fears of the
wise men that drafted our Constitution.
James Madison cites James Wilson, who on 16
June 1787 voiced that “With regard to the
sentiments of the people (it is) difficult
to know precisely what they are. Those of
the particular circle in which one move(s),
are commonly mistaken for the general
voice”.

We are witnessing what Alexander Hamilton
foresaw on 18 June 1787. Again citing
Madison, Hamilton fretted that the
President “.would be ambitious, with the
means of making creatures; and as the
object of his ambition (would) be to
prolong his power, it is probable that in
case of a war, he would avail himself of
the emergenc(y), to evade or refuse a
degradation from his place”.

Mister Bush is the victim of his particular
religious approach to life. He deludes
himself into thinking that whatever he
believes is true — even despite
overwhelming factual evidence to the
contrary. This is not the courage of a
man’s convictions. It is, instead, the
folly of his convictions.

I hope that on election day American
thinking minds will prevail over praying
mouths — as happened in Phildelphia in
1887.

Ariel Thomann
ith
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Food for thought
and/or thought for indigestion
By Ron Titus

[1] Our system is not now nor has it ever been a
democracy. Itis a mixture of republic, kleptocracy,
bureaucracy, and aristocracy. At the root - as in any
nation except a totalitarian one --- the basis of the state is
an obscure, but quite simple, foundation: legitimacy.
Legitimacy is obscure because it consists in willingness of
the populace to put up with the dictates of the politicians
and their employees (the bureaucracy).

Chinese history shows what happens when legitimacy
("the Will of Heaven") is lost
http://www.fsmitha.com/h1/ch06.htm. Once lost, it is very
difficult to regain! In our society we "put up with" the
government when it performs, and follows the law
(another obscure concept!)

Obviously, since government redistributes money (from
the taxpayers to the special interests) it is in part a
kleptocracy, which implies that the special interests have
their appointed minions working busily to make sure that
these interests get more money than they have to pay
out. This is the republican element! And the persons,
both private and public, who call themselves "our leaders"
(implying that we are "their followers"!) consider
themselves an aristocracy - and they are, too!
Unfortunately for aristocrats, they have always been the
first to go when revolution strikes.

Expect 'the masses' to put up with ‘'the system' as long as
it doesn't become too oppressive (taxes) or too
unsuccessful (fiscally bankrupt). When a large number of
people become discontented (social security bankruptcy?)
then expect to see true democracy -- a scary thing! If you
thought Ross Perot was a nutcase, just wait until the next
time the two-party system seems to be failing a large
number of people! The "representatives of the man in the
street" will come flocking out of the loony bins!

[Tom Brucia, HCOF-Talk, 2004 0929, Digest 1905
Message 3]

[2] The Bush-Cheney Administration claims that the US
is winning its war in Irag according to a planned schedule.

Really?

[3] “l assure you that we will prevail, and we will be
successful, and Irag will be better off for it, Afghanistan will
be better off for it, and the world will be better off for it.”
[US Secretary of State Colin Powell, Time, 2004 1011, P
21]

[4] “Had we gone the invasion route, the United States
could conceivably still be an occupying power in a bitterly
hostile land.”

[The elder George Bush explaining why his
administration did not invade Iraq at the end of the first
Gulf War, from is memoirs A World Transformed, and

guoted by the National Catholic Reporter (2004 1002, P
3)]

[5] “Senator (John) Kerry said today that leadership starts
with telling the truth. But the American people also know
that true leadership requires the ability to make a
decision.”

[US VP Dick Cheney, Time, 2004 0927, P 17]

Is Cheney saying that making a decision is more important
than telling the truth?

Is this master liar defending lying?

[6] When the Dubya Bush Administration cannot explain
in truthful (natural) terms why it does what it does (invade
Irag, get the poor to subsidize the rich), it creates an
untrue (supernatural?) explanation (Irag had WMD,
stimulating the economy).

| believe in the supernatural, but | call it my creative
imagination. Like god, it doesn’t exist outside of the
human mind.

[7] “Senator (John) Kerry is a good man. I've known him
for many years. But it happens that | vote for Viacom.
Viacom is my life, and | do believe that a Republican
Administration is better for media companies than a
Democratic one.” (italics added)

[American media giant Viacom Chairman & CEO Sumner
Redstone, Time, 2004 0104, P 8]

[8] Governments are handmaids of corporations.
Corporations get governments to do their dirty work.

Corporations get governments to deploy the government’s
military to protect the corporations’ interests.

Corporations also get financial subsidies from
governments.

Since taxpayers financially support their government,
taxpayers ultimately financially support corporations.

So, is this “corporate welfare” or what?

[9] Flip-flopping is generally regarded as a vice. But if it
means never changing one’s mind, then it is NOT a vice; it
is a virtue.

People who never change their minds do not pass out of
the first grade; they are withdrawn from school altogether,
and if they have enough money are institutionalized in a
mental health facility.

In this regard, both Dubya Bush and John Kerry are to be
commended because both have changed their positions,
both have “flipped-flopped”.

[10] Does anyone believe that lying will lessen after
November 27?

iih
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12086 Sela Lane

Houston, TX 77072-3341

Membership and Contact Information:

Whether you are a humanist, or seeking to pursue a
meaningful life without theism, or simply reexamining your
beliefs and exploring the humanist approach to knowledge
and moral issues, consider contacting one of our
organizations. We will be happy to answer any questions
about humanism and/or membership.

Humanists of Houston (HOH): Houston chapter of the
American Humanist Association (AHA) / Founded 1978 /
jimmydunne@msm.com / 281-584-9707 (1306 W
Brooklake Houston TX 77077)

Humanist Association of Montgomery County, Isaac
Asimov Chapter (HAMCIAC): Montgomery County chapter
of the American Humanist Association /
rosshenry@mac.com / 281-288-6064

Houston Atheist Society (HAS): Affiliated with American
Atheist Society / Founded 2003 / thinkbolt@yahoo.com /
713-968-6520

iih

Statement of Principles:

The following are the core principles upon which our
member-organizations are allied. Individual member-
organizations may have missions beyond the scope of the
Alliance itself, but any Houston-based group whose
mission is compatible with these principles is welcome to
join our community of organizations.

We are committed to freedom of thought and expression,
as well as human rights and equality.

Our beliefs are based on healthy skepticism, physical
evidence, the scientific method, and naturalistic
philosophy -- unfettered by faith, mysticism, the
supernatural, or any other form of superstition.

We stand for the pursuit of moral excellence, ethical
integrity, and social responsibility based on humanity's
needs and happiness in this world and not in an alleged
"after life."

iih
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